The publication of this hitherto inaccessible information makes it possible to gain a clearer picture of the important role played by our seconded naval personnel and to see how it changed during the war.
The South African Naval historical Record inc1ude the following description of the 28 South Africans serving in HMS Neptune written by the Commanding Officer Capt R.C. 0' Conor RN: 'They will prove a real asset to the ship. Their general smartness and intelligence has on more than one occasion put to shame young active service ratings. 
